
Diman Parent Advisory Council Meeting December 9, 2020   

  

1.0 Call to order   

The regular meeting of the Diman Parent Advisory Council was called to order by Jeannine Carreiro, 
President at 6:35 PM on 12/9/20 remotely via Google Meet Up per meeting restrictions due to Corona 
virus.   

Kim Barnwell, Vice President took attendance. Those in attendance included: Jeannine Carreiro, 
President, Kimberly Barnwell, Vice President, Mary Elizabeth Perry, Parent Liaison, Judy Davis, Ann 
Aguiar, Penny Monahan, Sheril Silva, and Carmen Rego, Treasurer 

1.1 Jeannine Carreiro introduced the board members and Mary Elizabeth Perry, Parent Liaison to 
the new members. 

1.2 Jeannine welcomed all the members in attendance and thanked everyone for coming to the 
meeting. 

1.3 Jeannine covered the rules of how the meetings are presented and the rules we follow. She 
asked that everyone keep their microphones muted until the discussion portion. All members 
were encouraged to type any questions or comments in the chat box as they came up. Mary 
Elizabeth said that Dr. Warren recommended that parents use identifiable names. Student or 
Parent names make it easier to know who to admit into the meetings. 

1.4  We have an email dimanpac2020@gmail.com .  
1.5  Jeannine explained the role of the secretary of the PAC. She told everyone that the position is 

open and currently being covered by the Vice President in the interim. She welcomed any one 
with interest in performing this function to let her know.   

2.0 Title 1 and Current Initiatives 

2.1 Mary Elizabeth explained that PAC and the PTO may have different objectives, but they are both 
under the same umbrella of parent groups. They are two great groups with one purpose. 
Parents should feel free to be as involved as they want to be. There is no pressure to be at every 
meeting or event. Both groups are welcoming new members. It was explained that you could 
belong to one group or both groups. 

2.2 Mary Elizabeth talked about the parent forums that Diman offered. Mary Elizabeth spoke about 
the Parent Forum on Cooperative Education on Saturday, November 21st. A few parents who 
were in attendance at the forum felt the information was incomplete and could have been more 
comprehensive. The Advanced Placement (AP) forum will be the next one offered. It will be on a 
weeknight. 

2.3 MCAS Academy – Diman is in the process of streamlining the program also increasing parent 
awareness about it.  

2.4 Diman will not be doing an on site open house this year. They filmed a 360 film of all of the 
shops. It will release in December. 

2.5 Recruitment is an ongoing objective. Encouraging people to try a PAC meeting is important to 
getting people involved.  
If anyone needs to contact Mary Elizabeth her email is mperry@dimanregional.org 



 
3.0 Upcoming Events (Kim Barnwell) 

3.1 Flu vaccination: All students need to have a flu vaccination by 12/31/20.  
3.2 Virtual Talent Show – Submit a video to DimanSpirit2020@gmail.com by the 12/11 deadline. 

First prize $50 Visa Card Second Prize $25 Visa Card Third Prize $15 Visa Card 
3.3 Banner Contest – Diman is holding a banner design contest to create a banner for the main 

entrance. The deadline is 12/4. 
3.4 Calendar changes – Just before this meeting, Dr. Ferreira sent out an email stating that the 

school board voted to have full virtual days on 1/21, 2/24, 3/10, 4/7, and 5/12. 

4.0 Parent Teacher Organization Updates – Judy Davis PTO Board Member 

4.1 Fundraising Updates from the PTO  - No PTO meeting in January.  
4.2 Scholarships from the PTO are based on performance and hours of service given to the PTO.   
4.3 The PTO will be selling masks to raise money. The mask design needs to be approved by 

administration.  
4.4 There will be a calendar raffle fundraiser where each day will have a prize.  They can use 

donations of prizes.  
4.5 In process: They are working on the possibility of a Diman cookbook. They are working on 

Amazon Smile to have Diman as a beneficiary. A portion of the purchase will be given to Diman.  
4.6 Bag to School made $810. 
4.7 Stop and Shop Rewards Card – you can register your Stop and Shop rewards card so Diman can 

get money. 
4.8 Volunteers are always needed at the PTO for events and when football returns to run 

concessions. 

5.0 Unfinished Business 

5.1 Treasurer Report - No new activity per Carmen Rego 
5.2 Calendar at a glance – The PAC was interested in an at a glance calendar that showed Diman 

days off and half days. Mary Elizabeth spoke with Amy Bossi who will investigate it. It would 
require approval from administration. No new update. 

5.3 Uniform pants – Mary Elizabeth spoke to the Assistant Principal of Vocational Affairs. The 
Business Tech students can wear Docker pants because they are more professional. The parents 
feel that the requirements are unfair since Programming and Drafting are professional jobs. The 
additional request is that if Dickie pants are to be worn, Diman should offer Dickies for Women 
on their website. They are made to fit women’s bodies. Since near half of the population is 
female that option should be made available. None of the stores recommended by Diman and 
offering discounts have female Dickie pants in their stores. Mary Elizabeth will check in on this 
and update. 

6.0 New Business 

6.1 Parent Awareness Articles – Parents are free to suggest topics and write an article. 
Administration needs to approve the article before it can be put on the website. 

6.2 School Committee Virtual live stream – Since the committee is meeting in person, the meeting is 
being live streamed. If you want to speak to an agenda item, you must email Lucy Thompson to 



speak. Only 10 people are allowed at a time limit of 3 minutes each. There was a problem with 
the audio previously and parents were unable to hear the proceedings. The members may need 
mics. August, September, and October were live. The next meeting is Thursday, December 10th 
at 5:30 and livestreams on YouTube. 

6.3 Senior Dues – In the student tab you can pay the $90 student dues or 3 installments of $30. This 
includes a yearbook, diploma and case, video, tassel, cap and gown. Be sure to click ship to 
school so it doesn’t but a shipping fee on it. This should disabled for these transactions. 

6.4 Reminder to follow all of the Covid protocols. Be alert for symptoms at home. Also, remind your 
students to wash their masks frequently. 

6.5 Transition Day for Teachers, Snow Days, Full Remote Plan, Synchronous learning- There was a 
lot of concern about the way the full remote plan was executed. Many parents were concerned 
that the teachers needed a transition day when Diman went full remote. When the original plan 
was explained, the teachers were supposed to have their materials mostly on line. Many 
students lost a full day of synchronous learning when the 2 week full remote happened. Also, 
parents saw that on the snow day the students were given work and not live instruction. Going 
forward, many parents wanted to know if it would continue to be the “blizzard bag” model for 
snow days or live instruction. 
Remote learning needs and wants brainstorm- the group would like to make a goal and a 
subplan: 
Project based learning 
Teachers could do videos to have on hand for these occasions 
YouTube 
Have a late start on snow days – it give time for families to get organized, get their child care 
figured out, and allow for a shift of mind set. 
Teachers should have activities ready for these days when they can’t access google classroom. 
They can post these activities for the students to access these folders. 
  

6.6 Parent Concern: There was a utility failure in a neighborhood due to an accident. The family sent 
had an email with there was an outage. The parent called the office right away and was told it 
would be on the student’s record as an excused absence. The student was very upset since they 
didn’t want to miss classes. The student was 3 hours late because of the outage it was discussed 
that it may be noted as a tardy instead. There needs to be a better way to get information to the 
school about kids who can’t log in due to outages and how they are handled. 

6.7 Next Meeting January 13, 2021 via Google Meet: 
6.8 Jeannine Carreiro moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM. The motion was seconded by Judy 

Davis. 
 
 

Minutes submitted by:  Kim Barnwell, Parent Advisory Council Vice President and Interim Secretary 


